Introduction
Welcome to the second issue of Exchanges: the Warwick Research Journal, an online academic publishing platform for high quality articles and shorter critical reflections, from researchers at the University of Warwick, as well as researchers from the wider academic community.
The journal not only publishes interdisciplinary work, but also brings together early career researchers (all past or current fellows of the Institute of Advanced Study at Warwick) from a range of disciplines to work collaboratively on the editorial board. For this issue, the editorial board represents a wide range of disciplinary areas: philosophy, literature, psychology, history, theatre, and education. The diversity of interests and perspectives on the editorial board is important for the process of bringing research to a wider audience, which is a global university concern when demonstrating the value of the research we engage in. As editors who are all engaged in research that is socially engaged, it has been an interesting experience to produce something that is delivered exclusively online, which has a great potential to reach the wider academic community and beyond; to reach the people that form the focus of our research.
By putting this issue together, we have had a chance to consider what this collection of articles, critical reflections and conversations says about what is going on in the wider research community today and how this connects with what we have observed from our own disciplinary perspectives. Editing the submissions and engaging with authors has been an exciting process and we have seen some great examples of creativity and innovation in approaches to research. This issue reflects, to some degree, where we are today. Through the content of the articles and the way in which the author"s have conducted their research, this issue speaks to those concerns and interests that we find ourselves preoccupied with in the modern day. consequent difficulties faced by those who seek justice for the environmental harms that result from their activities. Reading this article brings to the fore the interconnected and complex nature of the world in which we live and alerts us to concerns that we share across the globe, of wanting to protect the environment in which we live.
This year: 2014
As we launch Issue Two in April 2014-450 years since the birth of Shakespeare-it seems apt that our featured section, Sidelights on Shakespeare, is devoted to this important cultural figure.
The articles featured were presented at an interdisciplinary series of seminars supported The articles featured in the journal demonstrate the continued interest in Shakespeare and his works over four centuries. The authors do not just take a historical-cultural or literary perspective on Shakespeare"s works but relate this to where we find ourselves today, using social media such as Twitter and how his words are used for our modernday purposes and political contexts. The article by John Curtis, a practising barrister, explores the role of Shakespeare in the context of a modern law case, which uses the example of King Lear as a rhetorical device. Gary Watt responds by taking a sceptical position as to the value of quoting such literary works in cases. He argues that using such texts may get in the way of the deductive reasoning required to pass judgement and effectively communicate these reasons to others.
The other two articles in the Sidelights on Shakespeare section explore how historical practices of interpretation and appropriation have lead to the playwright and his work being given a number of rich and varied "after lives." In "Fiona, Phyliida, and "F"-Word,"
Stephanie Tillotson examines the issue of cross-gender casting in Shakespearean drama, arguing for a more nuanced approach to examining this phenomena, that might take into 
Creative Research
In working on the current issue, we have reflected on what it is to be "creative" in academia and how we can adopt creative approaches and methods in our own work. Our We see creativity as trying something out that is concerned with the process, not a fixed It is this idea of creativity that we think is exemplified in a number of the articles in this issue. Our Critical Reflections have demonstrated how we can take a creative approach by bringing together researchers from different disciplines to focus on a common theme.
Grace Huxford"s discussion of the interdisciplinary conference united researchers on the Sewell and Crane demonstrate a creative approach to "labelling theory" in exploring the relevance of the concept in contemporary interdisciplinary research, whilst also seeking to historicise Hacking"s work in the context of 1980s scholarship.
We can also see the emergence of the idea of collective creativity, which is the key theme in Hind and Gekker"s "Outsmarting Traffic, Together," which looks at the rise of 'social navigation' in the automotive world. Focusing their discussion on a new driving application called Waze, they argue that by understating how "play" is configured as part of everyday activity, it might be possible to appreciate the social politics implicated in new navigation platforms and driving practices.
Creativity can be very hard to achieve and so it is great to see so many wonderful examples of researchers taking new approaches, taking risks and producing exciting and insightful research as a result. Taking a creative approach may lead to original, insightful research but it has a high risk of not succeeding-the very nature of it being creative suggests that it has not been tried before. But don"t we also learn something
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when it doesn"t work? It seems that there is value in discovering that something does not work. The important thing, as is well-demonstrated by the "Creative Research Methods"
article, is to have the conversation and see where that leads us.
There are many other challenges to taking a creative approach. It can be difficult to convince others of the merit of such an approach, to get others to take the risk with you, or to find somewhere to share your results. We have noticed some great examples of such creative practice at the University of Warwick. The University is very good at diversifying itself and being creative. One example of this is working with external widening participation organisations, for example The Brilliant Club, in which the university engages PhD students with local schools in order to increase school student's uptake at top universities. This is a very innovative way of using the academic and research based skills of PhD students and applying these niche skills and experience to a new domain of secondary school education.
This year, Warwick hosts the International Federation of Theatre Research"s World
Congress in July/August, an event that will foreground the ways in which performing arts scholars and practitioners are not only employing interdisciplinary techniques in their research, but also redefining the role of creative practices in society at large. This year, the theme for IFTR is "Stratification," which indicates an attention to the underlying structures that define our knowledge of the world and its production, as well as a willingness to explore alternative, undiscovered, and often subversive strategies for problematising and improving it.
Furthermore, we considered the idea of creative approaches in relation to the journal itself: we want the journal to be a place where researchers can start conversations with the wider academic community. One of the aims of this journal is to actively facilitate discussion across disciplines and encourage researchers to engage with the articles in each issue. We want to encourage readers to engage and participate in the published articles by using our new discussion feature, which we hope will provide the chance for the authors to discuss their work with the wider community and develop insightful lines of enquiry from the conversations that result.
We have ambitions that this journal can help researchers break the mould of traditional formats of presenting research. In fostering creativity and innovation in academia,
Exchanges is open to publishing in different formats and unusual collaborations. We also want to encourage researchers through the critical reflections to share their work at earlier stages of research, which will help keep the research community vibrant by sharing and discussing work that is continuing to evolve, giving an opportunity to influence and develop current research. In the current issue, this is exemplified by Emma Parfitt"s "Storytelling as a Trigger for Sharing Conversations", which focuses on storytelling as an important tool for encouraging young people to share their experiences and emotional responses with one another. We hope that this will encourage people to engage with Parfitt"s research project at this early stage, to offer other disciplinary perspectives. Publishing this article gives us the opportunity to track the research process as it happens and see where her project takes her next.
This approach to publishing developing research is especially significant in interdisciplinary research-by publishing at an early stage enables researchers to connect with those working on similar projects in other disciplines. Such connections can be incredibly fruitful and enhance the research of all those involved. This ambition is also reflected in our approach to publishing in that we aim to publish work within three months of acceptance, ensuring that the end product is timely and relevant.
Thanks
We hope you find this issue as stimulating as we have and that the connections that emerge, not just between the articles but also with your own research, will lead to exciting avenues for the future of our disciplines. We want to invite you to consider our reflections on the articles in this issue and use our new Disqus function to join us in talking about the interesting connections that emerge from these articles.
Finally, we want to thank Professor Schekman for his thought-provoking foreword, Professor Siddiqui for her contribution and to all of the peer reviewers who volunteered their time to read each of our submissions carefully and provide helpful, constructive comments for our authors. We also want to thank Yvonne Budden, Academic Support Manager (Research), University of Warwick Library, for her continued support and
